Thig ig the full text of Enoch Powell's so-called Rivers of Blood
gpeech, which wag delivered 1o a Congervative Aggociation meeting

in Birmingham on April 20 [968.

"The supreme function of statesmanship ig to provide against
preventable evils. [n geeking to do <o, it encounters obstacleg which
are deeply rooted in human nature.

One ig that by the very order of thinge euch evile are not
demongtrable until they have occurred: at each gtage in their onget
there ia room for doubt and for digpute whether they be real or
imaginary. By the eame token, they attract ittle attention in
comparigon with current troubles, which are both indigputable and
pregging: whence the begetting temptation of all politice to concern
iteelf with the immediate pregent at the expenge of the future.
Above all, people are disposed to migtake predicting troubles for
cauging troubleg and even for degiring troubleg: “If only,” they love
to think, “if only people wouldn't talk about i, it probably wouldn't
happen.”

Derhaps this habit goes back to the primitive belief that the word
and the thing, the name and the object, are identical.

At all evente, the digcusgion of future grave but, with effort now,
avoidable evilg i the mogt unpopular and at the same time the



most necesgary oceupation for the politician. Those who knowingly
shirk it degerve, and not infrequently receive, the curseg of thoge
who come after.

A week or two ago [ fell into convereation with a congtituent, a
middle-aged, quite ordinary working man employed in one of our
nationaliged indugtrieg.

After a gentence or two about the weather, he suddenly gaid: "If |
had the money to go, [ wouldn't stay in thig country.” [ made some
deprecatory reply to the eftect that even this government wouldn't
lagt for ever; but he took no notice, and continued: ‘[ have three
children, all of them been through grammar achool and two of them
married now, with family. [ ehan't be eatisfied till [ have geen them
all settled overgeag. [n thig country in 15 or 20 years' time the
black man will have the whip hand over the white man.”

[ can already hear the chorug of execration. How dare [ say such a
horrible thing? How dare [ etir up trouble and inflame feelinge by
repeating cuch a convergation?

The anewer ig that [ do not have the right not to do go0. Here ie 4
decent, ordinary fellow Englishman, who in broad daylight in my
own town gayg to me, hie Member of Parliament, that hig country
will not be worth living in for hig children.

[ simply do not have the right to shrug my shoulders and think
about something elee. What he ie eaying, thougandg and hundreds
of thousands are gaying and thinking - not throughout Great



Britain, perhapg, but in the areag that are already undergoing the
total trangformation to which there ig no parallel in a thousand
yearg of Engligh higtory.

[n 15 or 20 years, on pregent trendg, there will be in thig country
three and a half million Commonwealth immigrante and their
degcendante. That ig not my figure. That i the official figure given
to parliament by the spokeaman of the Registrar General's Office.
There ig no comparable official figure for the year 2000, but it
mugt be in the region of five to seven million, approximately one-
tenth of the whole population, and approaching that of Greater
London. Of courge, it will not be evenly digtributed from Margate
to Aberystwyth and from Benzance to Aberdeen. Whole areag,
towng and parts of towns acrogs England will be occupied by
sectiong of the immigrant and immigrant-descended population.
Ag time goeg on, the proportion of thig total who are immigrant
degcendants, thoge born in England, who arrived here by exactly
the same route ag the regt of ug, will rapidly increage. Already by
1985 the native-born would constitute the majority. [t ig thig fact
which createg the extreme urgency of action now, of jugt that kind
of action which ig hardest for politiciang to take, action where the
difficulties lie in the present but the evilg to be prevented or
minimiged lie several parliamente ahead.

The natural and rational firet question with a nation confronted by
such a progpect ig to ask: "How can its dimengions be reduced?”



Granted it be not wholly preventable, can it be limited, bearing in
mind that numberg are of the esgence: the gignificance and
congequences of an alien element introduced into a country or
population are profoundly different according to whether that
element ig | per cent or 10 per cent.

The angwerg to the gimple and rational question are equally simple
and rational: by stopping, or virtually stopping, further inflow, and
by promoting the maximum outflow. Both answers are part of the
official policy of the Congervative Party.

[+ almogt passeg belief that at this moment 20 or 30 additional
immigrant children are arriving from overseag in Wolverhampton
alone every week - and that meang 15 or 20 additional families a
decade or two hence. Thoge whom the gods wigh to degtroy, they
firat make mad. We mugt be mad, literally mad, ag a nation to be
permitting the annual inflow of gome 50,000 dependantg, who
are for the most part the material of the future growth of the
immigrant-descended population. [t ig like watching a nation busily
engaged in heaping up it own funeral pyre. So ingane are we that
we actually permit unmarried persong to immigrate for the purpoge
of founding a family with epouges and fiancés whom they have
never geen.

Let no one suppoge that the flow of dependante will automatically
fail off. On the contrary, even at the pregent admisgion rate of only
5,000 a year by voucher, there ig aufficient for a further



25,000 dependantg per annum ad infinitum, without taking into
account the huge regervoir of exigting relationg in this country -
and [ am making no allowance at all for fraudulent entry. [n thege
circumetanceg nothing will suffice but that the total inflow for
settlement should be reduced at once to negligible proportiong, and
that the necesgary legislative and adminigtrative meagures be
taken without delay.

| atregs the words "for gettlement.” Thig hag nothing to do with the
entry of Commonwealth citizeng, any more than of alieng, into thig
country, for the purposeg of gtudy or of improving their
qualificationg, like (for ingtance) the Commonuwealth doctorg who,
to the advantage of their own countrieg, have enabled our hogpital
service to be expanded fagter than would otherwige have been
posgible. They are not, and never have been, immigrants.

[ turn to re-emigration. If all immigration ended tomorrow, the rate
of growth of the immigrant and immigrant-descended population
would be substantially reduced, but the progpective gize of thig
element in the population would still leave the bagic character of the
national danger unaffected. Thig can only be tackled while a
congiderable proportion of the total still comprigeg pergong who
entered thig country during the lagt ten years or o.

Hence the urgency of implementing now the second element of the
Congervative Party's policy: the encouragement of re-emigration.
Nobody can make an estimate of the numberg which, with generous



aggigtance, would chooge either to return to their countrieg of
origin or to go to other countrieg anxious to receive the manpower
and the ekills they repregent.

Nobody knows, becauge no such policy hag yet been attempted. |
can only say that, even at pregent, immigrants in my own
congtituency from time to time come to me, agking if [ can find
them agsigtance to return home. [f guch a policy were adopted and
purgued with the determination which the gravity of the alternative
justifies, the regultant outflow could appreciably alter the progpecte.
The third element of the Congervative Party's poliey ig that all who
are in thie country ag citizeng should be equal before the law and
that there ghall be no discrimination or difference made between
them by public authority. Ae Mr Heath hag put it we will have no
"first-clasg citizens” and “second-clagg citizens.” Thig does not
mean that the immigrant and hig degcendent should be elevated
into a privileged or gpecial clase or that the citizen should be
denied hig right to digcriminate in the management of hig own
affairg between one fellow-citizen and another or that he should be
subjected to impogition ag to hig reagong and motive for behaving
in one [awful manner rather than another.

There could be no grogser migconception of the realitie than i
entertained by those who vociferously demand legiglation ag they
call it "againet digcrimination’, whether they be leader-writerg of
the same kidney and gometimes on the gsame newspaperg which



year after year in the 1930g tried to blind thig country to the
riging peril which confronted it, or archbighopg who live in palaces,
faring delicately with the bedclotheg pulled right up over their heads.
They have got it exactly and diametrically wrong.

The digcrimination and the deprivation, the genge of alarm and of
regentment, lieg not with the immigrant population but with thoge
among whom they have come and are still coming.

Thig ig why to enact legislation of the kind before parliament at thig
moment ig to rigk throwing a mateh on to gunpowder. The kindest
thing that can be gaid about those who propose and support it ie
that they know not what they do.

Nothing is more misleading than comparigon between the
Commonwealth immigrant in Britain and the American Negro. The
Negro population of the United States, which wag already in
exigtence before the United Stateg became a nation, started literally
a glaveg and were [ater given the franchige and other righte of
citizenship, to the exercise of which they have only gradually and
otill incompletely come. The Commonuealth immigrant came to
Britain ag a full citizen, to a country which knew no digerimination
between one citizen and another, and he entered ingtantly into the
possegsion of the rights of every citizen, from the vote to free
treatment under the National Health Service.

Whatever drawbacke attended the immigrante aroge not from the
law or from public policy or from adminigtration, but from those



pergonal circumgtances and accidente which cauge, and alwayg
will cauge, the fortunes and experience of one man to be different
from another's.

But while, to the immigrant, entry to thie country wag admiggion to
privileges and opportunities eagerly sought, the impact upon the
exigting population wag very different. For reagong which they
could not comprehend, and in pureuance of a decigion by default
on which they were never congulted, they found themgelveg made
atrangerg in their own country.

They found their wiveg unable to obtain hogpital beds in childbirth,
their children unable to obtain school placeg, their homes and
neighbourhoods changed beyond recognition, their plang and
progpecte for the future defeated; at work they found that
employers hegitated to apply to the immigrant worker the
standards of discipline and competence required of the native-born
worker; they began to hear, ag time went by, more and more
voices which told them that they were now the unwanted. They
now learn that a one-way privilege ig to be establighed by act of
parliament; a law which cannot, and i¢ not intended to, operate to
protect them or redress their grievances ig to be enacted to give
the stranger, the diggruntled and the agent-provocateur the power
to pillory them for their private actiong.

In the hundreds upon hundreds of letters [ received when [ last
gpoke on thig ubject two or three monthe ago, there wag one



atriking feature which wag largely new and which [ find ominous.
All Memberg of Parliament are uged to the typical anonymoug
corregpondent; but what eurprised and alarmed me wag the high
proportion of ordinary, decent, gengible people, writing a rational
and often well-educated letter, who believed that they had to omit
their addrese becauge it wag dangeroug to have committed
themgelveg 1o paper to a Member of Darliament agreeing with the
views [ had expressed, and that they would rigk penalties or
reprigale if they were known to have done 0. The gense of being a
pergecuted minority which ig growing among ordinary Engligh
people in the areag of the country which are affected ig something
that thoge without direct experience can hardly imagine.

[ am going to allow just one of those hundreds of people to speak
for me:

“Eight yearg ago in a regpectable gtreet in Wolverhampton a house
wag gold to a Negro. Now only one white (a woman old-age
pengioner) lives there. Thig ig her gtory. She lost her hugband and
both her gong in the war. So ghe turned her geven-roomed houge,
her only asset, into a boarding house. She worked hard and did
well, paid off her mortgage and began to put gomething by for her
old age. Then the immigrante moved in. With growing fear, che gaw
one house after another taken over. The quiet gtreet became a
place of noige and confugion. Regretfully, her white tenante moved
Out.



“The day after the lagt one left, she wag awakened at 7am by two
Negroes who wanted to uge her phone to contact their employer.
When ghe refuged, ag she would have refuged any stranger at euch
an hour, ghe wag abuged and feared ghe would have been attacked
but for the chain on her door. [mmigrant familiee have tried to rent
roomg in her houge, but she alwayg refuged. Her little store of
money went, and after paying rateg, she hag legg than £2 per
week. “She went to apply for a rate reduction and wag seen by a
young girl, who on hearing she had a seven-roomed houge,
suggested she should let part of it. When she gaid the only people
she could get were Negroes, the girl aid, "Racial prejudice won't
get you anywhere in thig country.” So she went home.

“The telephone ig her lifeline. Her family pay the bill, and help her
out ag begt they can. [mmigrante have offered to buy her houge -
at a price which the progpective landlord would be able to recover
from hig tenante in weekg, or at mogt a few monthe. She ig
becoming afraid to go out. Windows are broken. She findg excreta
pughed through her letter box. When she goes to the shops, she ie
followed by children, charming, wide-grinning piccaninnies. They
cannot gpeak Engligh, but one word they know. "Racialist," they
chant. When the new Race Relationg Bill ig pagsed, this woman ig
convinced ghe will go to prison. And is she g0 wrong? [ begin to
wonder.”

The other dangeroug delugion from which those who are wilfully or



otherwige blind to realitieg suffer, is summed up in the word
"integration.” To be integrated into a population meang to become
for all practical purposes indistinguighable from ite other members.
Now, at all timeg, where there are marked phygical differences,
especially of colour, integration ig difficult though, over a period,
not imposgible. There are among the Commonwealth immigrants
who have come to live here in the lagt fifteen yearg or g0, many
thougands whoge wigh and purpose i¢ to be integrated and whoge
every thought and endeavour ig bent in that direction.

But to imagine that guch a thing entere the headg of a great and
growing majority of immigrante and their descendants ig a
ludieroug migconeeption, and a dangerous one.

We are on the verge here of a change. Hitherto it hag been force of
circumgtance and of background which hag rendered the very idea
of integration inaccessible to the greater part of the immigrant
population - that they never conceived or intended such a thing,
and that their numberg and physical concentration meant the
pregsureg towards integration which normally bear upon any emall
minority did not operate.

Now we are geeing the growth of pogitive forces acting against
integration, of vested interests in the preservation and sharpening
of racial and religioug differenceg, with a view to the exercige of
actual domination, firgt over fellow-immigrante and then over the
rect of the population. The cloud no bigger than a man'e hand, that



can <o rapidly overcast the gky, hag been visible recently in
Wolverhampton and hag shown signe of spreading quickly. The
wordg | am about 1o uge, verbatim ag they appeared in the local
pregg on [7 February, are not mine, but those of a Labour Member
of Parliament who is a minigter in the pregent government:

The Sikh communities’ campaign to maintain cugtomg
inappropriate in Britain ie much to be regretted. Working in Britain,
particularly in the public gervices, they should be prepared to
accept the termg and conditions of their employment. To claim
gpecial communal rights (or should one say rites?) leads to a
dangerous fragmentation within gociety. Thig communaliem ig
canker; whether practiced by one colour or another it ig 1o be
atrongly condemned.

All eredit to John Stonehouge for having had the ingight to
perceive that, and the courage to say it.

For these dangerous and divigive elementg the legiglation proposed
in the Race Relations Bill is the very pabulum they need to flourigh.
Here ig the meang of showing that the immigrant communitieg can
organige to congolidate their memberg, to agitate and campaign
againgt their fellow citizeng, and to overawe and dominate the regt
with the legal weapong which the ignorant and the ill-informed have
provided. Ag [ look ahead, [ am filled with foreboding; like the
Roman, [ seem to see “the River Tiber foaming with much blood."
That tragic and intractable phenomenon which we watch with



horror on the other gide of the Atlantic but which there ig
interwoven with the history and exigtence of the Stateg iteelf, ig
coming upon ug here by our own volition and our own neglect.
[ndeed, it hag all but come. In numerical termg, it will be of
American proportiong long before the end of the century.

Only regolute and urgent action will avert it even now. Whether
there will be the public will to demand and obtain that action, [ do
not know. All [ know ig that to gee, and not to epeak, would be the
great betrayal.



